MASSACHUSETTS
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ADAMS

In 1766, the Generd Gourt of Mossachusetts confirmed the sde of on areaof londin the western part of
the state to Nathan Jones, ElishaJones, ond John Murray. The arignd 1ond purchose amounted to 23
square miles. Asmd| community devel oped into what wes first adled T ownship Number One and larer
chonged to Ecst Hoosac, The lond weos incorporated into the Town of Adoms in 1778, named in honor of
patriot Somuel Adas.

Adams history is the familia New Engond story of afam village gowinginto on industrid smdl fown.
Fomer famers ond sons of famers tooped the energy of the flowing Hoosic River to turn the belts ond
pulleys of textile and poper-making machinery. By the end of the 19th century, Adams had become an
industrid community, dedingin paper, textiles, ondlime products. These early industridists lad a
foundation on which each sucoessive generation built on industrid community.

This community wos peopled with immigants of severd countries. Eight ethnic groups come towark in
Adams, each one weavingits thread of influence into the fdoric that is Adams. The achitecture that the
industridists ond workers constructedis the environment that we see today- an industrid setting
plecsantly surrounded by the lush londscope of the Hoosic River Vdley ond the Berkshire Hills.
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Source: Adoms Historicd Sodety

For further Information, visit: http://www. adamshistoricd . org/



CLARKSBURG

Settlement of Aarksburglbegm in 1769 with Gootan Matthew Ketchum, Galonel Williom Bullock ond
Nichdcs AQark, the latter for whom the town wos nomed. The agiaulturd interests of the early settlers
dctared their settlement in the relatively level arecs to the west of Route 8 ond dong upper reaches of
the North Bronch of the Hocosic River.

The settlement of Brigzsville begon in the early 19th century end induded four mills by 1829. Briggsville
expanded doout 1866 with the construction of Linwood Wod en Gompany, abrick mill to weave coshmere.
In 1885 Linwood employed 140 persons, ond the village had two stores, agist mill, sow mill ond anew
brick schod. The town dso had three powder mills which produced $36,000 worth of black gunpowder
between 1861 ond 1869. The E. R. Tinker powder mill exploded in Moy of 1869 ending production of thot
product.

Source: http://www.berkshireweb. com/themap/clarksburg/clarksburg htmi
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WILLIAMST OWN

In 1750 village Iaots in the newly surveyed West Hoosac plantation were first offered for sde by the
Generd Gourt of Mossachusetts Bay Galony. The Gourt prooddly had two maotives in estadishing the
plontation: to settle ond fartify the northwest corner of the cdony, lying dong a heavily used Indion poth,
ond thereby protect towns to the ecst ond south; and to prevent Dutch settlers in New York from inching
over their ecstern boundary info Mossachusetts.

The areawaos aheavily forested wilderness, ond dthough some of the lots were purchosed by speculators,
mony were acoquired by saders from Fort Mossachusetts, four miles to the ecst.

In 1760 settlement begon toincecse. More lond wos dvided ond deared, some roads were cut, and
farming become the dominant way of life in the vdley. Smdl saw, grist, and fuellingmills copeared,
essingthe ladbor of cdonid living Professionds ond araoftsmen bbegon to arive os well: adoctor, lawyer,
cobdlers, corpenters, blacksmiths, ond shopkeepers.

In 1765, to comply with terms in the will of Cdonel Ephram Williams, who bequeathed funcs for the
foundng of aloocd free schod only if the hamlet wes incorporated ond re-named, Fort West Hoosoc
offiadly became Williamstown. The schod openedin 1791 ond became Williams Cdlege in 1793.

Until the Industrid Revdution, the town flourished on a combination of dary faming sheep herdngond
wod production, smdl loocd mills ond generd stares. The Amerioon Foreign Mssionary movement wes
born here of aprayer meetingin 1806, when agoup of Willioms Cdlege students, toking shelter under a
haystack from asudden thunderstorm, proposed sending the Gospel doroad. And dways, the scenic
beauty of the surrounding mountans wos an importont part of life. The Alpine Qub, formedin 1863 under
the inspirafion of Professor Albert Hopkins, sponsored mountan dimbing ond comping exaursions in the
locd hills, it dedored purpose being "to exploare the interestingp aces in the vidnity, to become
aoquanted...with the naturd history of the loadities...dso to improve the pedestrion powers of the
members.”

The coming of the rdlrocd ond the Industrid Revdution chonged the face of Williamstown. Alithough the
amount of water power in Williomstown limited the extent of industridization it experienced, the town
wos transformed by the gopearance of the Wdley MII ond Williamstown Monufacturing Gompeny (Station
MII). both textile mills, ond A Loop and Compony (Water Street M), which monufactured twine.

Summer tourism gew, and both the elegont Idewild Hotel in South Williamstown ond the Greylock Hotel
on the corner of North and Main Streets, were in their heyday. The carchy ond descariptive phrcse
"Williomstown the Village Beautiful" wos coined by Henry T ague, manager of the Greylock, who was dso
suooessful in pushing for construction of the Taconic Trail. Sond Springs. famous to the earliest Indion
fribes for the medidnd properties of its thermd spring dso thrived cs agondresort, ondlarer ¢s a
Sonitarium, ond bottlingplont for springwater. When flavaring were added, Sond Springs Gnger Ale
become arenowned soft drink.

Farming continued in Williamstown during this period, and Mount Hope Farm, amg o experimentd fam
that godudly gew to over 1300 aores, wes noted for its suocoess in using genetic prindples to improve
the yield of potatoes ond to boost the production of egglaying poultry ond dairy cattle. In addition to
beingalageloocd employer, Mount Hope's findings were useful worldwide.

After World War 11, Williamstown gew rapidy. Businesses changed. Recent mg o employers have
induded Gard Cdde, Steinerfilm, vy Guild, Sweet Brook Nursing Home, Williomstown Mediod Assodares,
ond the Mount Greylock Schod District. But with the admission of women in the 1970s ond its consequent
expansion to over 2000 students, Williams Callege is the largest employer by far.

Source: The Williamstown House of Lood History
For further information, Misit: http://www. williomstown. net/house_of _lood _history. htm



NORTH ADAMS

The Hoosac Vdley weos not suited for farming beocause it was rough, rocky, ond covered with both
swamps ond dense farests. The earliest settlers were offracted by the forests of white pine ondthe
excellent water power resources. The Hoosac River that runs through tfown wos much deeper ond wider.
Floodng wos common and that is why maony settlers chose to live in what is now Adams instead of North
Adarrs. The first doth monufacturingwes done in 1799, when afulling mill wos odded to agist mill. The
first buildng constructed for cardingwod ond aressingdaoth wos built in 1801. The first regular mal ond
pcssenger line wes estadishedin 1814. The stage ran between Greenfield ond Albony. By 1825 the villoge
was still smdl but begnningto gow. Two factaries were built that year. There were dso 2 cordng ond
dothingworks, 2 gist mills, asaw mill, on ail mill, amachine shop and atonnery. There were 2 churches,
2 hotels, 2 blacksmith shops, 5 stores, 3 shoemakers, 1 milliner, T harness mcker ond 1 talor shop. The
entire villoge induded only Main, Ecde, ond Genter Streets.

The prosperity of North Adams wos due in large part to the water power avdldde. It wos dso
due toits dtizens who worked toward improving the meaons of fransportation. Residents were in favor of
ardlroad line from Boston to the West that would pierce the Hoosac mountadn andinftersect the town.
The Hoosac Tunnel wes more difficult ond expensive to construct thon anyone could have imogined. Work
wos not completed on it until 1873, 21 years cfter it stated. The first frdn that come through coused
rocks tofdl fromthe ceiling of the tunnel. The tunnel could not e used until abrick arch wes
ocompleted. Two million bricks were recuired for the prgject af aoost of $14,000,000. In 1876 the tunnel
wes pronounced recsoncdy sofe far travel. North Adams wos now the narthern termind for the Pittsfield
ond North Adams Railrood ond was on the line of the Troy ond Greenfield rdlroad. The town wes a
ralwaoy termind for 6 importont ralroad lines.

The lcst town census before the town wos dvided waos in 1875 showing 15,760 residents. It wos
dedded that the town of Adams (formerly Ecst Hoosudk) had become too large ond should be divided. In
1878 the town of North Adoms wcs incorporafed.

Source: http://www. geodties. com/northadamshistory/

Beaver Oam, Morth Adams, Mags.
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HIST ORY CF NORTH ADAVE, MASS, 1749 — 1885
W. F. SPEAR North Adams, Mss.: Hoosac Vdley News Printing House 1885

dick Here: http:/ /www. roctsweb, com/ ~madoerksh/ towns/ nadams/ historyofna himi#

COLONIAL PERIOD (Icte 1700s - mid 1800s)

Monufacturing begon on ond around the site befare the Revautionary War, ¢s its looation of the
confluence of the two branches of the Hoosic River wes ided for the diverse, smdl-sade industries of
cdonid times. By the late 1700s ond early 1800s businesses of o near the site induded: whdesde shoe
monufacturers; abrick yard: asaw mill; ocdbinet-mdkers; hat monufacturers; machine shops for the
construction of mill machines; markde works; wogon- and sleigh-makers; ond on ironwaorks, which |afer
forged amar plates for the Avil War ship, the Monitor.

ARNOLD PRINT WORKS (1860 - 1942)

In 1860, the print works O Arndd ond Gompany estddlished itself on aportion of the site ondinstdled
the latest equipment for printing doth. Large government contracts to supply faoric for the Union Army
ensured that the business prospered, ond during the next four decades Arndd bbecame the |orgest
employer in North Adoms. By the end of the 1890s, 26 of the 27 buildngs in the present-day MASS MoCA
complex had been constructed, and by 1905, Arndd employed some 3,200 peode cs one of the leadng
producers of printed textiles in the world. Despite deocades of suooess, fdlingdoth prices ondthe
lingering effects of the geat Depression forced Arndd Print Works to dcse its Marshdl Street operationin
1942, consdidatingto smdler fadlities in neighboring Adoms, Mossachusetts.

Source: Moss MoCA org

NORTH ADAMS RIVER MEMORIES
Memaries of the 1948-49 Flood in North Adoms: A Memordole New Year's Eve by Virgnia Bostwick

dick Here: http: //dbeged. com/ny/vb-flood. htmi

From: Monning, Joe. 2003. Bytes from the Beon February, 03 2003

THEN AND NOW, PART Il : Morning Conversations (Dondd Surr, North Adams Resident)

“Although North Adams wos a bustling ond quite fosanating multi-ethnic community duringits industrid
heyday, it dd have some serious environmentd prodlens. ”

*The locd woden mills mixed powerful dyes in bigvats that were emptied straght info the river ofter
use. | con rememboer shuddering, o8 aboy very familia ond delighted with every ofher cspect of woden
doth monufacture, every time | went through the dye house in Blackinton. The huge bubdling cd arons
reminded me of witches' brew. Ghestly stuff! | dways kept at asofe distance. ”

*They dso used potent add to acarbonize, which meons to burn out burrs in the wod. That dso would
have been dumped untreared into the river. | wouldimogine that the Arnad Print Works (current site of



MASS MoCA) dumped in their share of potent chemiads, os well, since they speddizedin qopying cdored
patterns to cotton doth which had been woven ond bleached elsewhere. ”

“*Cther chemiads were used in goplying spedd trearments to the printed doth. It wos not customary, in
those days, to cort usedindustrid chemiads away for spedd treatment o disposd. That is one recson
why factories located on the edge of rivers. Everything unwonted went stragnt in.”

"With due respect to the memory of our industrid leaders, | do not believe that they were aware thot
they were endongering the environment. In those doys there wos atheory that rivers somehow deonsed
themselves of impurities in the course of their flow, so nobody worried much doout pdlution. We j ust
more or less took it for gonted ond cssumed that nafure would get rid of it somewhere downstreom. ”

Source: http: //www.iberkshires. com/columnist. php?colm_id=4&story_id=9474

For further info on the aulturd history of North Adoms, visit:
http:/ / www. geodties. com/ narthadomshistory/



NEW YORK

Road View,
Hoosick Falls, N, Y.

Source: http://www. hoosi ckhistory. comy/



Source: Hoosick Township Histaricd Sodety, P.O. BOX 636 Hoosick Fdls, NY 12090



HOOSICK FALLS
Excerpts from TIMVE LINE
TOWN CF HOGBICK 1900 -- 2000
Gompiled by Glbert E. Wright, Town Historion 1995-1999
1900 -- 1910

1900 The Hoosick Vdley Railway built two water-powered generatars for use by their trdley line. The
frdley line ron from Hoosick Fdls to Bennington. The generatars were locoted near the Benningron
Battlefield Park, near the Goretaker s Bridge in Wdloomsac,

1902 Anew bridge weos erected over the Wdloomsac River af the Stevens ond Thompson Paoer mill. I is
oniron ond stedl bridge, 120 feet long

1906 T he suspension bridge that arossed the Hoosick River of the end of River Streetf, known s the
Shonghi o the Rainbow Bridge, wes replaced with oniron bridge (fruss design).

1907 Jonuary 15. Atizens of Hoosick Fdls voted to purchose the water supdly system, property, rights
ond privileges of the Hoosick Fdls Water Supply Gompeny indudngrenewd ondrepair of the system at a
oost not to exoeed §75,000. The Millage took contrd on Feloruary 23,1907,

1910 The wooden dom that provided warer power for the Stevens and Thompson paper mill in North
Hoosick wos replaced with aconarete dam.

1911 -- 1920

1913 The Brad ey Electric Gompony wos founded by J. A Bradey. It is now owned ond operated by his
sons, Phil ond Don Brad ey.

1915 The Twin State Electric Gompony bought the Power Plant that wes built by the Hoosick Fdls Water
ond Power Compony in 1888. The Twin State Electric Company supplied electridty to customers in
Hoosick Fdls area ond Bennington.

1921 -- 1930
1927 Church Street Brioge, known todoy os The Shop Bridge, wos reconstructed

1927 A devostating flood domaged the villoge pumping station. Chief Engneer John J. Hughs wes rescued
fromthe roof of the buildng Arecord water mork wes set.

1930 Theiron bridge of River Street wos replaced with the present conarete bridge.

1930 Wdter Shurewood built adom on astream known cs White Greek j ust doove the White Greek pod.
M. Shurewood gperated abedter for making paper ond experimented with improving the effidency of
bedters.

1931 -- 1940



1935 The White House Bridge, known locdly ¢s the Long Bridge, and the White House Mlls were
demdished o dlow reconstruction of Route 7. White House Mlls produced electric light bulls ond
dynamas.

1938 floodngravaged the areafor the third time.

1940 The New York Power ond Light Gompany bought the rights to sell electric power in New York State
from the Twin State Electric Gompony.

1941 -- 1950

1946 The North Hoosick Gommunity Aub weos orgonized for the purpose of rasing funds toinstd!l water
ondsanitary fadlities in the North Hoosick Schodl.

1949 Aflood that boroke the 1927 high water record oocurred on December 31. It caused domage fo the
various factories. Woter wes five feet doove the gound on Water ond Lyman Streets. As in 1927, John
Hughs, Chief Engneer, had to be rescued from the roof of the pumping station.

1950 New York Power ond Light Corporafion ond the Mohawk Power Gompony consdidated to become the
Ni ogor a Mohawk Power Compony.

1951 -- 1960

1953 The Army Gorp of Engneers completed the flood contrd prgject that wes startedin 1951. The Gorp
removed the noturd fdls ond conarete dom that had been built by Wdter A Wood to supply the power
for his monufacturingplont. This ended the floods that had pl ogued the village maony times in earlier
years. The lost and perhaos the most domagng flood oocurred in December 1949,

1961 -- 1970

1970 The villoge of Hoosick Fdls started gperation of the sewage treatment plant in Jonuary. It is loocated
nea Thayer' s Pond.

1978 The Covered Briage in Buskirk wos placed on the Nationd Regster on Morah 8.

1980 The former home of the Thompson family of the Stevens and Thompson Pgoer Company burned
December 12. It wos owned ond ocoupied by Lary ond Judy Peterson of the time.

1981 -- 1990

1984 One of the ocost iron eages waos mysteriously token from the iron bridge of Eoge Bridge. This wes
noticedin August. It wes replaced on December 18 of the same year os mysteriously os it wos token.

1991-1999

1998 Atornado touched down af Round Lake in Saratoga County ond continued ecst until it liftedin
North Bennington. In the town of Hoosick, abarn owned by the Hoog family ond ahouse owned by M.
And Mr's Bruce Patire were destroyed. Mony homes were domaged dong with maony aores of trees.

Source: Hocsick Township Histariocd Sodety, P.O. BOX 636 Hoosick Fdls, NY 12090

For moreinfo, visit: http://www. hoosickhistory. com/



SCHAGHT ICOKE

After the Revdution, mony immig ants come to Schoghticoke, espeddly from Engond end Irelond
Population centers gew up near streams, where the woter powered mills of various kinds. In 1792,
William Chose constructed the first bridge over the Hoosic River aof what would become the Villoge of
Schoghtiooke. Most residents were famers, gowing aops used in the lood industries.

Though the town of Schaghtiooke devel oped industridly ond agicudlturdly, in never develgped apditicd
center. One of its hamlets, Hemstreet Park, faoes Mechanicville aorass the Hudson River; two others,
Plecsontdd e ond Speigefown, were part of Lansingourgh for dmaost 100 years. Melrose grew up of the
junction of the rdlrood ond the road. A substantid numboer of its homes were built cs vacation refreats by
the wedthy Trgans. The Milloge of Schaghticoke was incorporated cs Harts Fdlls in 1867. The fdls of the
Hoosic powered large woden, flax, ond powder mills among others.

Fo mareinformation, Misit: hitp://www. fownofschaghticoke. org/ history. htm.

Source: Chris Kelly historion@townofschoghticoke. org



VERMONT

POWNAL
from Child Bennington Gounty Directory

Child, Hamilton. Child's Bennington Gounty Directory 1880-81.
Syracuse, NY: Homilton Child, 1880.

Pownd is located in the southwestern corner of Vermont, od acent to the States of New Yok ond
Mossachusetts. It has an aeaof 23,040 aores andis well warered. The prindpd streams are the Hoosick
ond Wdloomsac Rivers. The Hoosick River rises in Mossachusetts, in Cheshire, ond flows north through
the beautiful Hoosick Vdley. The Wdloomsac rises in the Green Mountains ond posses through the fown
nea that ronge. Barber Pond is near the centrd portion of Pownd on the Wdloomsac. Broad Brook dso
flows through the ecstern portion, while the centrd ond western parts are watered by the tributaries of
the Hoosick.

The whde country is peadliarly rich in scenery. In the ecstern section the Green Mountans rise in their
gondeur, while in the west, Peferstourgor West Mountdn presents afine view of atbad ond rugged
elevation...Thereis soarcely apant in the vidnity but one may find aview to cham on artisticeye. One
of the finest of pictures is spread out for ony one who will stand on Moson' s Hill 1ooking ecst, west o
south. Looking down the Hoosick vdley from the hills, known cs Gregor Rocks, ecst of the Pownd
factaries, onother charminglondsaope is befare the traveler. It is impossible fo particularize, for sorich
in scenery is the whae country that from dl paints the eye is met with beauty. Iron orein smdl
quontities hos been found, while white day ond sulphuret of iron is discovered ocoosiondly. Lime rock
aops odt inlarge quantities, and of good qudity; while slate, silex, marble ond quartz is distributed
cbout in unequd quantities.

NCRTH POWMNAL, apost village situated on the Hoosick River, Troy & Boston R.R., ond the Boston &
Hoosac Tunnel R. R., contains apost office, three stares, one hotel, one church, (Congegationd,) two
blacksmith shops) one waogon shop, one sdoon, gist and saw mill. The population is doout ;60. It contans
aGoodTemplars' lodge, which wos orgonizedin 1867. This lodge hos on average of 50 members, ond
mests every Saturdoy in Good Templas' HdAI. [t is one of the ddest workinglodges in the State.

The North Pownd Monufacturing Go. hos been conducted since 1876 by A C Houghton & Co. in the
monufacturing of cotton print doths. They employ doout two hundred ond thirty operatives, ond have
some 16,000 spindes. Their cnnud maonufacture of ootton doth is doout 5,000,000 yards, using doout
1,000,000 pouncs of cotton. The factary is on the Hoosick River. North Pownd Sow Ml is on the Hoosick
River cndowned by T. V. Me Qumber. It cuts doout 30,000 feet of lumber annudly. M. McQumboer dso
runs the gist mill which is loocated af the same place. The mill has two run of stones. The monufactory of
tin ware owned by Edmund Lillie is employing from ten to twelve men, and turns out doout $ 1,000 worth
oftin ware each month. The business wes estddished in North Pownd in 1863. Pownd Vdley Cheesse
Factory is situated doout one mile from the villoge. It wos built by a compony composed of 1. F. Paddodk,
David Garpenter, Williom B. Arndd and S.W. Gardner. The milk from doout 200 cows is used, ond some
60,000 pouncks of cheese are made annudly.

POMNAL, apost villoge, is situated on the Hoosick River, in the south part of the fown , on the Troy and
Boston R. R., and on the Baston, Hoosac Tunngl and Western R. R. It contains two Churches, (Methodist
ond Baptist,) Two hotels ond four stares, The Lincdn Carrioge Monufactory, three blacksmith shops, one
wogon shop ond the Hocosic Vdley mills, furnishing employment to alarge number of workmen. "J.M
Barcheldor' s "Rurd Home Family Schod for Boys," is located near the villoge, ¢s is the beautiful cemetery
known cs "Qok Hill." Population in 1880 waos 418.

The Hoosic Vdley Mlls are locared on the Hoosic River, af Pownd. They were built in 1863 by Sdomon
Wrignt, ond run by him cs woden mills until 1876 when he begon spinningyarn for hosiery. In 1880 they
were monufacturing doout 30,000 pounds of yarn and knit goods per month. About forty persons are
employedin the mill. Gottonis dso usedin the monufacturing of the knit goock.



Bushnell ond Barber' s Sawmill is situated on Barber' s Pond. It auts onnudly coout 100,000 feet of rper.
Montgomery' s Ader Ml is situated doout one mile south of the village of Pownd. About five hunared
barrels of dder ae made each year. Towslee' s Sow M, gist MIl ond bakin mill, is in the northecstern
pat of the town, on Barber Pond Stream. The sow mill hos a copadty for autting 1,000,000 feet of Tumber
onnudly, but usudly turns out doout 125,000 feet. The gistmill ginds feed. The baokin mill has a
oopadty for turning out 5,000 boolins per day. These mills are owned and run Grhniel Towslee.

The first seftlement of the town weos s far back cs 1724, by asmdl number of Dutch setftlers without
titles. Inlater years by the new gaont of 1762 strongers came in ond took up londs, the history of the
place therefare may e sadtoredly dare from that period. Andit is the descendonts of those setftlers
who now hddthe londs of their forefathers.

Source: Pownd Histariod Sodety, Inc. P.O. Box 313, Pownd, Vermont 05261



