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habitat in the subwatershed, and 
return the brook and downstream 
watercourses to more natural 
sediment transport and hydro-
logic systems. 
Improvements to the stream eco-

system will be documented by 
professional and supervised vol-
unteer monitors. They’ll collect 
data for one or two years before 
and five years after dam removal 
at three to four sites. The moni-
toring program will evaluate fish 
populations, invertebrate commu-
nity structure, water quality 
(temperature, dissolved oxygen, 

turbidity), bank condition, vegeta-
tion community composition, and 
general habitat character.  

Kelly Nolan, HooRWA’s moni-
toring coordinator, will be in charge 
of benthic macroinvertebrate and 
water quality monitoring. Professor 
Elena Traister, the Coordinator of 
the Massachusetts College of Lib-
eral Art’s (MCLA) Department of 
Environmental Studies and her stu-
dents will monitor fish populations. 
Both researchers will be assisted by 
members of the Hoosuck Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited. The MA River-
ways Program and the MA Division 
of Fish & Wildlife will provide 
technical assistance to the project 
team. 

In addition to the Massachusetts 
Environmental Trust, other funders 
include Trout Unlimited’s Em-
brace-a-Stream program and MA 
Riverways. The Town of Cheshire, 
HooRWA, Hoosuck TU, MCLA, 
and others will all make substantial 
in-kind contributions to the project.
  

Do you want The Hoosic River 
Voice electronically? We can 

email you when we place each 
issue on our website. Let us 
know at office@hoorwa.org. 

In May of this year, the Town of 
Cheshire was awarded a $26,000 
grant from the Massachusetts Envi-
ronmental Trust toward the removal 
of an aging dam on Thunder Brook in 
Cheshire, and to replace an under-
sized culvert downstream of the dam. 
HooRWA assisted the Town in pre-
paring the application, and will join 
with other project partners in a seven 
year-long initiative to monitor the 
brook before and after the removal of 
the dam. Removal is tentatively 
scheduled for autumn 2010. 

Thunder Brook is a tributary to 
Kitchen Brook, which flows into the 
south branch of the Hoosic River in 
the town. The dam was constructed to 
provide municipal water supply to the 
Town of Cheshire in the 1920s. In the 
1970’s, the dam was decommis-
sioned, but the Town retained control 
of the site and the surrounding parcel.  

Thunder Brook is a designated 
cold water stream, and is home to 
eastern brook trout (among other na-
tive fishes). Removal of the dam will 
reconnect 2.4 miles of cold water 

Thunder Brook Dam Removal Project 

 

Thunder Brook Dam 
Photo by Mass Riverways 

On May 16, several people 
gathered in downtown Adams “to 
work hard and collect a lot of 
trash” in the words of HooRWA’s 
South Branch coordinator Caro-
line Scully. The volunteers picked 
up parts of the downtown, the 
Ashuwillticook Trail, and along 
the Hoosic and tributary streams.  

Much of the community 
pitched in. Delmolino & Sons do-
nated a dumpster. H. Greenberg & 
Son, Stanley’s Lumber, Val’s 
Pipe and Package Store, Pizza 
Jim’s and Stone Soup at Topia 
donated supplies and prizes. The 
Adams Fire Department lent their 
gas grill, for lunch afterward. 
American Rivers donated bags.  

Thanks go to volunteers Robin 
Avery, Kay Canavino, Paula 
Foye, John Lisee, Pat Lyga, Jac-
qui Panek, and Mark Ziaja and his 
two daughters, and to board mem-
bers Jim Niedbalksi and Lauren 
Stevens (and his son Tommy).  

Several of the volunteers are 
members of the South Branch 
Stream Team. Other pitching in in 
Adams include the Berkshire 
County Correction community 
service folks, supervised by Con-
nor Daughtery and Shaun Wright. 

The 2009 South Branch Stream 
Team initiative is supported by the 
William J. and Margery S. Barrett 
Fund of the Berkshire Taconic Com-
munity Foundation.  

South Branch Clean-Up 
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President’s Corner 
 by Jim Niedbalski 
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Board of Directors 
 

Jim Niedbalski, President 
Drew Jones, Vice-President 

John Case, Secretary 
Tom Ennis, Treasurer 

Sarah Brill 
Harold Brotzman 

Rick Dovey 
Sarah Gardner 
Thom Gentle  
Judy Grinnell 

Wendy Hopkins 
Tom Hyde 

Ernest LeClaire (emeritus) 
Heather Linscott 

Rex Lybrand 
Wendy Skavlem 
Lauren Stevens 

 

Staff  
Richard Schlesinger,  
Executive Director  

Kelly Nolan, Monitoring Coordinator 
Shelly Stiles, Program Director 

 

Hoosic River  
Watershed Association 

P.O. Box 667 
Williamstown, MA  01267 

413 458-2742  
office@hoorwa.org 
www.hoorwa.org 

 HooRWA is dedicated to the  
restoration, conservation and  

enjoyment of the Hoosic River and its 
watershed, through education,  

research, and advocacy. 

Dick Schlesinger at Executive Director Helm  

In March, Dick Schlesinger took 
on the role of HooRWA’s Executive 
Director. Dick’s connection to 
HooRWA dates back to 1999, when 
he became the South Branch coordi-
nator focusing on the Corp of Engi-
neer’s flood control project in Ad-
ams. That was followed by his as-
suming the duties of monitoring co-
ordinator from 2000 through 2005. 
During this period, he learned about 
water quality indicators and how to 
measure them, geofluvial processes, 
and how to assess them, and geo-
graphic information systems, and 

how they can contribute to an un-
derstanding of the watershed. 

Although his background is in 
forestry and research in terrestrial 
plant communities, he quickly got 
his feet wet collecting water tem-
perature data within and upstream 
and downstream of the Adams 
flood control structures. And he has 
continued to learn more about ripar-
ian communities over the years. 
The opportunity to serve for a time 
as Executive Director is providing 
him with additional knowledge not 
only of the watershed but also of 

Dick Schlesinger 

the workings of a watershed associa-
tion. 
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Join us for the fifth annual Hoosic 
River Ride,Saturday August 22 (rain 
or shine) at Bennington College, 
North Bennington, VT. Riders can 
choose from three routes. 

The 13-mile Bridges and Monu-
ment Loop is especially for families 
and younger riders. Enjoy rolling 
terrain, historic covered bridges and 
the Bennington Monument (where 
you can use your free pass!).  

The 33-mile Two-State Tour trav-
erses rolling hills, dirt roads and two 
covered bridges, and provides great 
views of the river and valley.  

The 70-mile Watershed Challenge 
traverses all three states of the water-
shed and provides a bit of everything, 
including a 4-mile climb over Peters-
burg Pass. (Challengers can cut off 
the Pass and approximately 20 miles 
if they wish)  

There will be lots of aid stations 
and tech support provided by High-
lander Bicyle of Bennington. The day 
ends with a post-ride picnic. 

For more information or to regis-
ter, visit our website at 
www.hoorwa.org and click on “5th 
Annual Hoosic River Ride.”  

Fifth Annual  
Hoosic River Ride 

Mahican-Mohawk Trail Update 

In 1992 Williams College stu-
dents proposed recreating a100-
mile long Indian foot trail connect-
ing the Hudson and Connecticut 
rivers, following the Hoosic and 
Deerfield rivers and climbing over 
the Hoosac plateau.  

The first steps began the next 
year, carried out by the Appalachian 
Mountain Club, the Deerfield River 
Watershed Association, Franklin 
Land Trust, the Franklin Regional 
Council of Governments, Friends of 
Mohawk Trail State Forest and 
HooRWA, improving an existing 
trail along the Deerfield from 
Hoosac Road in Deerfield to Rte. 2 
in Shelburne, some 7 miles.  DRWA 
raised the money to purchase a 130-
foot bridge, known now as Polly’s 
Crossing in honor of the DRWA 
member who made it happen, 
which TransCanada, Ltd., the utility 
that owns the dams on the Deer-
field, installed this spring over 
South River. 

The second step rediscovered an 
ancient way to the ridge behind the 
campground at Mohawk Trail State 
Forest and then followed the au-
thentic Indian route to South 
County Rd. in Florida, about 3.5 
miles. Indians from Quebec and the 
US joined in the celebrations at 
MTSF and at Historic Deerfield 
upon completion of these segments 
in 1997. In 2008, Massachusetts 
Department of Conservation and 

Recreation set up a Mahican Mo-
hawk Trail Council and came up with 
a route that would, for the first time, 
link MTSF with Savoy Mountain 
S.F., taking the path off of paved 
roads, and totaling about 8 miles. The 
first flagging party went out in July. 

Meanwhile the Berkshire Natural 
Resources Council was acquiring the 
land between the Western Summit 
and Spruce Hill, DCR holding the 
conservation restriction, with the plan 
of running a trail, about 2 miles. The 
SCA, part of AmeriCorps, will cut 
the trails through SMSF to the West-
ern Summit next summer. Previously 
HooRWA, with help from Williams-
town Rural Lands and the Manice 
Center, had cut a mile section from 
the Western Summit to near the end 
of East Main St. The trail would then 
follow East Main (about 2 miles) into 
North Adams, where it would pick up 
the 6-mile North Adams to Williams-
town bike path, currently under in-
vestigation by a consultant.  

Within the foreseeable future, 
then, if citizens of Charlemont can 
find a route through their town, we 
would have an uninterrupted foot 
trail for the Massachusetts section, 
from Deerfield to Williamstown, 
more than 30 miles, dedicated “to 
those who came first and are still 
with us, in appreciation for the rich 
cultural heritage contributed by Na-
tive Peoples.” 
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Like many other organizations, HooRWA has been affected  

by the economic downturn.  
In order to maintain our activities, if you have not donated this year, 
would you please do so now? If you have donated, would you please 

consider an additional gift? Family ($35), Kingfisher ($50), Great Blue 
Heron ($100), River Steward ($500) and all gifts are very welcome!  

HooRWA, because a healthy river is good for everyone.  
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So what’s a dyed-in-the-wool 
California boy like myself doing 
spending his summer, rightfully a 
time for beaches and palm trees and 
sunshine, playing around in the for-
ests of Massachusetts during what 
(I hear) is an unusually wet and 
cool summer? Learning, and learn-
ing a lot. 

I wanted a chance to enjoy the 
Berkshires and surrounding country 
when the weather wasn’t freezing 
and snowy. I wanted to spend some 
time outside of the Williams cam-
pus, so when people mention towns 
like Adams and Bennington my 
sense of direction wouldn’t spin 
like a broken compass on windy 
country roads. 

Most importantly, though, I 
wanted to do some conservation 
work in an area of stunning natural 
beauty that I’ve come to love as 

 

 

This Young Man Went East 

much as my chaparral-studded hills 
and craggy Sierra peaks. After 
spending two years relatively igno-
rant of the local flora and fauna, I 
wanted to get to know my local 
woods while doing something to 
help keep them pristine. 

I’ve already learned a lot, both 
in terms of New England ecology 
and how a nonprofit runs. I can now 
identify chokeberry and nettle, ex-
plain the course of the Hoosic and 
the workings of a watershed to a 
group of fifth graders, see the ef-
fects of winter ice on trails and 
trees, and spot a few benthic macro-
invertebrates when I turn over a 
rock. 

I also understand now how pro-
jects must be proposed and ac-
cepted by the community, how 
funds must be raised before work 
can begin, how many different 
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• Hoosic River Ride 

• Thunder Brook Dam Removal 

• Mahican-Mohawk trail update 

 

groups can have a hand in a single 
project (even something simple like 
flagging a trail), and how everything 
is politics – from interactions with 
landowners to alliances with other 
groups to getting money and permits. 

And my summer’s not even half-
way done yet. 

2009 HooRWA Intern Julian Suhr 


