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Clean Water Habitat Restoration River Access Watershed Recreation

HooRWA con nues its series of programs and recrea onal events!
From the Ridgetops to the River,
come out and join us to experience
the visual and recrea onal pleas‐
ures of our beau ful 720 square
mile Hoosic River watershed.
Walks, talks, hikes, snowshoeing,
biking, skiing, ﬁshing demonstra‐
ons all await you. Except for the
“Hoosic River Ride”, event par cipa‐
on is free for HooRWA members,
with raﬄe ckets for a kayak,
mountain bike, Nature’s Closet gi/
cer ﬁcate or ﬂy‐ﬁshing rod and reel
available at most
events.

Saturday, June 6, 2015 – Tour de
Pownal Bike Ride – Pownal, VT
This 15 mile bike touring event oﬀers
ﬁne views of the Vermont landscape
and Hoosic River on Rte. 7 and sec‐
ondary roads. It is a great ou ng to
appreciate the beauty of the Hoosic
River watershed. Bring beverages
and snacks with you. Meet: At the
former Mack Molding parking lot oﬀ
of Rt. 346 in Pownal, VT by 10:00 a.m.
Leader: Lauren Stevens, call him at
413‐458‐3154 or email him at
lstevens@berkshire.net for preregis‐
tra on.

Spring Events
Saturday, May 16, 2015 – Field Farm
Wildﬂower Walk – Williamstown
This is a great me of the year to see
what spring wildﬂowers are out. A gen‐
eral walk will go through open and
shaded areas of Field Farm to view a
variety of plants. Trails are rela vely
ﬂat and spring condi ons may mean
wet ground. Bring beverages and
snacks with you. Meet: At The Trus‐
tees of Reserva ons trails parking lot
oﬀ of Sloan Road by 10:00 a.m. The
driveway to Field Farm is 1 mile west of
the Rt. 7 & Rt. 43 intersec on in Wil‐
liamstown. Leader: Karin Landry; how‐
ever, call Steve McMahon at 413‐458‐
2742 or email him by May 14 at
s.mcmahon @hoorwa.org for preregis‐
tra on.

Saturday, June 13, 2015 – Wetlands
Iden ﬁca on Walk/Talk – William‐
stown
This is an introduc on into the iden ‐
ﬁca on of wetlands as determined
and deﬁned by the MassachuseJs
Wetland Protec on Act. Addi onally,
it will be a nice walk along the fringes
of a ﬁeld, forest or stream! Bring bev‐
erages and snacks with you. Meet:
At Williamstown tennis court by
10:00 a.m. The tennis court is located
oﬀ Route 2, west of Colonial Village
by the Greylock Insurance Agency.
Leader: Harold Brotzman; however,
call Steve McMahon at 413‐458‐2742
or email him by May 14 at s.mcmahon
@hoorwa.org.

Saturday, June 20, 2015 – Bring Your
Own Canoe for a Water Chestnut Pull –
Johnsonville, NY
Partnering with the Rensselaer Land
Conservancy, HooRWA is joining forces
to help rid por ons of the Hoosic River
of invasive water chestnut. HooRWA
par cipants will put‐in canoes and kay‐
aks at the Johnsonville Dam boat
launch. This is strenuous work. Bring
water; snacks provided. Meet: With
your own watercra/ at the Johnson‐
ville Dam by 9 a.m. The parking area is
located on River Road in Johnsonville,
NY. Overﬂow parking will be at the
Johnsonville Fire Sta on. Leader: Kris‐
na Younger; call her at 518‐527‐6577
or email her at Key12061@gmail.com.
You must register for this event by
Thursday, June 18.

Saturday, June 27, 2015 – Fly‐ﬁshing
Demonstra on – Williamstown
Join ﬂy ﬁsherman Chris Jackson for a ﬂy
ﬁshing demonstra on on the Hoosic
River at Cole Field, Williamstown. Wit‐
ness and learn the basic techniques of
cas ng a savory ﬂy into moving water
and see what happens next. Chris Jack‐
son, a respected angler will demon‐
strate the importance of so/ly deliver‐
ing a ﬂy on the surface of the water.
Wear old sneakers in order to wade in
and bring a ﬂy rod if you own one.
Meet: At the soccer gate at Cole Field,
Williamstown by 9 a.m. Leader: Elayne
Murphy; call her at 413‐458‐2947 or
email her by June
25th at emur‐
phy@williams.edu
for details and
preregistra on.
Rain date: June 28.
(continued on page 3)
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Partnerships are one of the
strengths of our organiza on and
a key way HooRWA get things ac‐
complished.
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HooRWA is dedicated to the
restoration, conservation and
enjoyment of the Hoosic River and
its watershed, through education,
research, and advocacy.

One of our exci ng new partner‐
ships is with the Hoosac School in
Hoosick, New York. The Hoosac
School will be the host of our 11th
annual Hoosic River Ride and it
should be one of our very best
rides.
Hoosac School has a great campus
with a spacious dining facility and
acres of lawn where riders cane at,
drink and relax with lovely views
of the Hoosic River Watershed.
The start and ﬁnish there allows
riders to spend over 95% of their
ride me on back‐country roads
rather than on major highways,
including crossed covered bridges

and circling the scenic Tomhannock
Reservoir on the three longest
routes. The Hoosac School’s loca‐
on is easily accessed from NY, VT
and MA; just east of the intersec on
of NY routes 7 and 22. There are
two free warm up rides on June 6
(in Pownal VT) and July 18 (from the
Hoosac School to do the thirty mile
route) to familiarize riders with the
new routes.
Our partnerships with other river
organiza ons, the Hoosic River Re‐
vival and the MassachuseJs Rivers
Alliance, led to an enjoyable and
educa onal presenta on on May
3rd in North Adams. The key speak‐
er, Julia BlaJ of the Mass Rivers Alli‐
ance, informed the audience of over
60 people of the importance of their
work in the MassachuseJs State
House and throughout the Com‐
monwealth on river legisla on that
helps us and wildlife enjoy safe,
clean and healthy rivers.

Tom Hyde

Riverworks 2015 a great success!
Over fourteen ar sts contributed
interpreta ons of the river in re‐
sponse to a Williams College envi‐
ronmental planning class idea for
reclaiming the College’s land
along the Hoosic .

Images by Chris Gillooly.
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HooRWA Summer Events (con nued)

Summer
Events
Saturday, July 11,
2015 – Bennington BaJleﬁeld – Hoosick, NY
Partnering with the New York State
Parks, HooRWA oﬀers an opportunity
to present the history of this pivotal
site, along with a walk to discuss the
baJle that helped forge a new na on.
Bring beverages with you.
Meet: At the Bennington BaJleﬁeld
park on Rt. 67 in Hoosick, NY by 10:00
a.m. Rain date: July 12. Leader: Park
Superintendent Melissa Anne Miller;
however call Lauren Stevens
at 413-458-3154 or email him at
lstevens@berkshire.net for preregistraon.
Saturday, July 18, 2015 – Warm-up for
the Hoosic River Ride – Bennington &
Hoosick Falls
This is a 30-mile recrea onal bicycle
ride on paved secondary roads. It is
intended to excite the visual senses for
the larger Hoosic River Ride event being held on August 15th. Bring beverages and snacks with you. Meet: At the
Hoosac School located in Hoosick Falls,
NY (near the intersec on of County Rt.
103 and NY Rt. 7) by 10:00 a.m. Leader:
Tom Hyde; call him at 413-458-8534 or
email him at Thoaas.hyde@yahoo.com
for preregistra on.
Saturday, July 18, 2015 – Henry David
Thoreau Hike – North Adams
Hike the Bellows Pipe Trail on Mt.
Greylock with Lauren Stevens and DCR
Visitor Services Director Jude Stull.
Par cipants should bring water and
lunch. We pause along the way to read
relevant passages from "A Week on
the Concord and Merrimack Rivers."
Six or seven miles; three miles if par cipants arrange transporta on from the
summit.

From Route 2 in North Adams, turn
south on Notch Road and drive to the
North Gate. Meet: Leave from the
north gate (Notch Road) of the
Mount Greylock Reserva on at 10:00
a.m. Leader: Jude Stull; however call
Lauren Stevens at 413-458-3154 or
email him at lstevens@berkshire.net
for preregistra on.
Saturday, August 1, 2015 – Walloomsac Headwaters Walk - Bennington
Join us in celebra ng the beau ful
wetlands and trails at the Town of
Bennington’s recently acquired Walloomsac Headwaters area. Rain date
of August 2nd. Meet: At the ballﬁeld
on Beech Street. At 10 a.m. Leader:
To be announced; however contact
Lauren Stevens at 413-458-3154 or
email him at lstevens@berkshire.net
for preregistra on.
Saturday, August 8, 2015 – Introducon to kayaking – Cheshire Lake
Join us in learning about kayaking.
An introduc on to kayaking will be
provided by Steve Blazejewski of
Berkshire OuTiJers. Par cipants will
learn the essen als of the types and
sizes of kayaks used on ﬂat water,
ocean water and rivers. They will
also learn the basic strokes and methods to enter and leave a kayak. A fun
event for all! Meet: At the public
boat ramp at the north-end of Cheshire Lake adjacent to Rte. 8 in Cheshire
by 10:00 a.m. Leader: Steve
Blazejewski Contact: Lauren Stevens;
call him at
413-458-3154 or email him at
lstevens@berkshire.net by August 6
for preregistra on.

Saturday, August 15, 2015 –
Annual Fund-Raiser – 11th Annual
Hoosic River Ride – VT, NY
This event is HooRWA’s premier fundraising event that show-cases the
beauty of the Hoosic River watershed.
Biking on secondary roads and viewing
pastures and streams epitomizes the
beauty of the Berkshires and Taconics.
Bicycle mechanics, aid sta ons and
picnic provided. Biking distances from
30 to 50 to 100 miles in length. You
must register at bikereg.com to be
included in this event. Meet: At the
Hoosac School located in Hoosick Falls,
NY (near the intersec on of County Rt.
103 and NY Rt. 7) at/near 8:00 a.m.
Details to follow. Leader: Ac vi es
CommiJee; Consult HooRWA.org or
contact Steve McMahon at 413-4582742, or email him for more event details at s.mcmahon@hoorwa.org.
Saturday, September 12, 2015 – Lower
Hoosic River – Eagle Bridge, NY
Bring your own boat and enjoy the
wonders of the lower sec on of the
Hoosic River as it heads from Eagle
Bridge to Johnsonville. See ﬂora and
fauna that you do not always see in
the upper reaches of the river. Bring
beverages and snacks with you. Meet:
At the Renssalaer Land Trust launch on
Route 67 in Eagle Bridge, NY by 10 am.
Leader: Tom Hyde, call him at 413-4588534 or email him by September 10 at
Thomas.hyde@yahoo.com for preregistra on.

Hoosic River Watershed Association
P.O. Box 667
Williamstown MA 01267

Nonprofit Org.
US Postage
PAID
Permit # 262
North Adams, MA
01247

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
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Member Ra/ Day
On a cool but clear day, HooRWA
held its annual member ra/ing
event. Two ra/s, captained by
Board members Tom Hyde and
Jim Niedbalski, help guide pad‐
dlers down the Hoosic from
North Adams to Pownal. Will we
see you next year?
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HooRWA’s Hoosic River Ride ‐ August 15
The 11th Annual Hoosic River
Ride will take place on Saturday,
August 15th from an exci ng new
venue, the Hoosac School in Hoos‐
ick New York. This year’s rides will
give cyclists the quieter back coun‐
try roads and scenery they have
asked for.
The Hoosac School has agreed to
be our hosts and generously oﬀer
us the full use of their dining facili‐
ty. Rides of 100, 75, 50, and 30
miles will be oﬀered again in addi‐
on to a 6 mile family ride.
Visit BikeReg.com at hJp://
www.bikereg.com/hoosic‐river‐ride‐
2015 to register or www.hoorwa.org
to get more ride details.
Register now on BikeReg.com and
save!

Our sponsors this year include Do‐
novan & O’Connor LLP,
Southwester Vermont Medical
Center and Jack Miller Contrac‐
tors. We say thank you to them
and our many riders!

