The Hoosic River Voice

Summer 2016

Celebrating 30 years of river conservation and enjoyment!
From the Ridgetops to the
River, join us and experience
the visual and recreational
pleasures of our beautiful 720
square mile Hoosic River
watershed. Walks, talks, hikes,
biking, fishing demonstrations
all await you. Event
participation (except for the
Hoosic River Ride) is free for
HooRWA members! All events
are also listed on our website:
www.hoorwa.org.

VOLUNTEER DAY!
Sunday, August 28
Green River Cleanup
South Williamstown
Join members of the South
Williamstown Community
Association to wade the Green
River below a former town landfill
to pick up pieces of trash that have

Late Summer — Early Fall Events
Saturday, August 13 –
Hoosic River Ride – VT, NY
This event is HooRWA’s premier
fund-raising event to showcase the
Hoosic River Watershed. Biking on
secondary roads and viewing
pastures and streams epitomizes the
beauty of the Berkshires and
Taconics. Bicycle mechanics, aid
stations and picnic provided. Biking
distances from 30 to 50 to 100 miles
in length, plus a family ride. Register
at bikereg.com; otherwise at the
event at least an hour before
starting. Meet: At the Hoosac
School located in Hoosick Falls, NY
(near the intersection of County Rte.
103 and NY Rte. 7) at/near 8:00 a.m.
Leader: Elayne Mur phy; Consult
HooRWA.org or contact Steve
McMahon at 413-458-2742, or email
s.mcmahon@hoorwa.org for more
event details.

September 1 through September
30 “Reflections on the River”
Williamstown
For the first time, HooRWA will
host a community art show
“Reflections on the River” at the
Milne Library in Williamstown
during the month of
September. The art show will
encourage artists who work in twodimensions to present their visions of
the river in paintings, photographs,
weavings, and more. Visit the show
between September 1 and
September 30, all the artworks will
be available for sale at the end of the
show.
Saturday, September 24
NEW DATE Paddling on the
Lower Hoosic .– Eagle Bridge, NY

Debris in the Green River

eroded from the landfill.
Wear waders or other footgear you
don’t mind getting wet. Sunshield
may be advisable. Meet at
Bloedel Park at the five corners at
1:30 p.m. Preregister by email:
s.mcmahon @ HooRWA.org or
call 413-458-2742 before August
25th.

Bring your own boat and enjoy the
wonders of the lower section of the
Hoosic River as it heads toward the
Hudson River. See flora and fauna
that you do not always see in the
upper reaches of the river. Bring
beverages and snacks with you.
Meet: Rensselaer Land Tr ust boat
ramp on Rte. 67 in Eagle Bridge,
NY. Leave: 10 a.m. Leader: Tom
Hyde, call him at 413-458-8534 or
email him at Thomas.hyde
@yahoo.com for preregistration.

Did you know?
That on the last day of December in
1948 the Hoosic River crested at
14.85 ft,, a major flood that caused
significant physical and economic
damage?
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HooRWA is dedicated to the
restoration, conservation and
enjoyment of the Hoosic River and
its watershed, through education,
research, and advocacy.

Low Water at Lauren’s Launch

President’s Post
Summer in the Berkshires,
Taconics, and Green Mountains!
It’s a great place to live, work and
play and, it’s all within your 720
square-mile watershed!
It’s been an active year for
HooRWA, our 30th anniversary
year! As you would hope, we have
been protecting and promoting the
watershed. We have been conducting; bicycle rides, hikes, nature
walks, supporting brown-field assessments and funding macro invertebrate water sampling in the Hoosic and Walloomsac rivers. Additionally, we have recently become
involved in leading the establishment of a new trail near the playground of Linear Park, along the
Green River in Williamstown.
Eventually, we hope the trail will
connect with the existing trail system nearer the Hoosic River.
As many of you know, in January,
Perfluorooctanoic Acid (PFOA)
ground water contamination from
previous Teflon/PTFE manufacturing operations was discovered in
Hoosick Falls and Petersburgh, NY,

This summer is noteworthy so far
for its lack of rain. What does this
mean? Fish move into deeper
pools because river temperature
rises and oxygen levels may decrease. Recreation by canoe or
kayak is limited to ponded areas
and weed growth increases.

by Andy Kawczak
North Bennington, Bennington, and
Pownal, VT. This ground water contamination affected many private
wells and public well water systems
creating great anxiety and health issues. The scale of the contamination
and the needed remediation of the
problem is still developing. You
may be asking yourself, what has
HooRWA done on this issue? As an
advocate for the watershed, we have
lobbied Federal and State leaders and
State agencies to also monitor the
contamination of the rivers/streams
and their creatures to determine the
impact of the pollution. Currently
there are a lot of unknowns and we
will continue to push for meaningful
data to be assembled. We need to be
the voice for the plants and animals -because they too need a voice!

Welcome New Members!
Pam and Hank Art
Ellen Kennedy
Richard Levy, Jr.
Richard and Leslie Morgenthal
Bill Scully—Hoosic River Hydro

More Events!
Saturday, October 15 State of the River ConferenceWilliamstown
Join the HooRWA Board and our
many members interested in our
watershed to students; MCLA research students; reports on climate
change, our annual monitoring program, and more. Meet: Fellowship Hall, First Congregational
Church on the Williams College
campus, Chapin Hall Drive at 10
am. Leader: Steve McMahon; call
him at 413-458-2742 or email him
at s.mcmahon@hoorwa.org for
more details.
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Advocacy

Grant News!
HooRWA working with
Rensselaer Land Trust
in Valley Falls, New York!

The US Environmental Protection Agency has made funds available to start the process of finding
out what may be in the ground at
the site of the former, brick
Thompson Mill in Valley Falls,
New York.
Williamstown Community
Preservation Grant awarded to
HooRWA!

Williamstown's Community
Preservation Committee endorsed a
HooRWA sponsored project to plant
native species along a swale the
state's Department of Transportation
created through the park to alleviate
flooding in the Luce Road area. Williamstown voters supported our project at the May Town Meeting.
The goals of the project are to shade
the water flowing through the swale
to lower its temperature, thereby
improving habitat for aquatic species; to improve habitat for terrestrial species and birds; to buffer the
stream to slow infiltration of sediments and pollutants; and to improve the looks of the community
park.

The work is contingent on the village obtaining legal access to the
23-acre site on which the Rte. 67
textile mill burned in 2009.
The village and its partners,
HooRWA and the Rensselaer Land
Trust, narrowly missed out on an
EPA Brownfields 2016 grant for a
complete assessment of property,
which the village would like to
convert to a riverside park. EPA
officials have encouraged reapplication, which would be furthered by the Targeted Brownfields
Assessment. Phase II assessment
would include planning for the future park.
.

Upon completion of a full assessment, Valley Falls and its partners
will apply for cleanup funding and,
ultimately, construction, which could
include river access, passive recreation and other amenities.
Valley Falls is a community of fewer
than 500 located on the Hoosic River
just east of Schaghticoke, N.Y.
Thompson Mill, which move to
Mexico in 1992, largely defined the
village. The cause of the fire was
deemed to be arson.
Hoosic River Report Card

Watershed Assessment Associates, a Schenectady firm that has
worked with HooRWA for years,
completed its analysis of water samples taken from ten stations along the
Hoosic River. Their report summary
for HooRWA states “...water quality
remains similar on the mainstem of
the Hoosic River. Notable declines
in water quality occur below the Adams sewage treatment plant and
while water quality appears to rebound downstream, in Williamstown
and Pownal, a drop (in water quality)
occurs again at the VT/NY border
and remains in the ‘slightly impacted’ category until Valley Falls. ”
Linear Park—Williamstown

Linear Park, Williamstown

The HooRWA Board is involved
with the planning for a potential
trail linking the playground at Linear
Park to the north Linear Park Trail
by the town tennis court. The proposed route is owned by the town on
East Lawn Cemetery property and by
private owners on the parcel on the
immediate east bank of the Green
River. This route would begin at/
near Walley Bridge and follow relatively flat land along the east bank of
the Green River until the large bend
in the river just below the maintenance house at the cemetery.
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