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Celebrating over 30 years of river conservation and enjoyment!
PROJECTS
Green River E. coli study shows improved river health!
This summer, HooRWA collected water samples from the Green River
in Williamstown from seven sites and on 7 different dates when there
hadn’t been any rain for the previous three days. Samples were
gathered following guidelines developed by the Housatonic Valley Association and Mass DEP and analyzed by a lab, focusing on the occurrence of the bacteria Escherichia coli. The geometric mean for the seven samples taken showed only one site (a culvert off Water Street) where
bacterial levels warrant further study. The results show a healthy

Green River, qualifying for removal from the impaired list.
VOLUNTEERS!
Board members Thom Gentle
and Gordon Batcheller led a
group of MCLA students at the
Spruces Park in Williamstown,
cutting back weeds and grass at
the swale vegetation planting
completed in 2016.

CLEAN UP TEAM

Carl Villanueva, Pownal VT

Thom Gentle and Kristin Mabey

Indian Massacre Rd Pownal VT
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As deﬁned by the Massachuse2s Department of Public Health in
105 CMR 445.010: the geometric mean of all E. coli samples taken
within the most recent six months shall not exceed 126 colonies
per 100 ml typically based on a minimum of ﬁve samples and no
single sample shall exceed 235 colonies per 100 ml.
Green River Trail
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HooRWA is dedicated to the
restoration, conservation and
enjoyment of the Hoosic River
and its watershed, through
education, research,
and advocacy.

by Andy Kawczak

Hello fellow HooRWA members! -- Winter is fast approaching - and as I look out
my window, the season’s first
snowflakes dance outside. As
HooRWA closes nominate a
deserving candidate to possibly receive our first annual
Irving Jack Tanzman –
Friend of the Hoosic Award.
The Irving Jack Tanzman Friend of the Hoosic Award
honors a citizen who exemplifies the service and commitment of Irving Tanzman to
the Hoosic River and its watershed.
The Board of Directors will
consider nominees for this
award from HooRWA members and the public. Directors
will select the recipient considering a nominee’s contributions to HooRWA’s mission of protecting the river

Any recipient of the Friend of
the Hoosic Award would be
announced at the HooRWA
annual meeting, held in
January. Nominations for the
Irving Jack Tanzman - Friend
of the Hoosic Award must be
received by December 31. It
should include the name of the
nominee, the reasons you feel
they contributed to the protection, enjoyment or restoration of
the Hoosic River and its watershed, and contact information
for the nominee. Nominations
and can be mailed to HooRWA,
PO Box 667 Williamstown MA
01267 or emailed to:
office@hoorwa.org.

environment and promoting
its enjoyment in our communities.

Fish of All Types in the Hoosic!
Leanda Fontaine Gagnon, an aquatic biologist for
the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries & Wildlife, coordinated a fish study along the Hoosic
River this past July. At ten sites from Cheshire
to Williamstown the Hoosic was electro-fished.
This is where a low current is introduced into the
river and the shocked fish are counted. The fish
recover and are returned to the river.

Can you identify this Hoosic River fish?

This study does not tell us every species in the river or where the largest fish are located (avid fishermen can tell you that!) but it indicates that on
three days in July, we learned what species were
present and in what numbers. So, if you know the
fish to the left, you know the most abundant
species but the number compared to other species
was surprising! See the table on the next page.
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Events
From the Ridgetops to the
River, join us and experience
the visual and recreational
pleasures of our beautiful
720 square mile Hoosic River
watershed. Walks, talks,
hikes, biking, fishing
demonstrations all await you.
Event participation is free for
HooRWA members!
Coming in January at the Milne
Library in Williamstown!
Reflections on the River
Our 2nd annual art showing of
local artists work depicting the
Hoosic River will begin right after
New Year’s Day and run through
January.
HooRWA Annual Meeting
HooRWA’s Annual Meeting will be
held at 7 p.m. on Monday,
January 29, 2018 in the First
Congregational Church in
Williamstown.

Spruces Park
Williamstown's Spruces
Committee Talks About
Progress at Site
The Spruces Land Use Committee
recently marked progress in converting the Main Street parcel into a
public amenity while also noting the
need for patience as any modifications undergo review from the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency. Public Works Director Tim
Kaiser told the committee, "We've
mowed and maintained the walking
trail that [Chairman Tom Hyde] laid
out earlier in the year, and that seems
to be quite a success," Kaiser said.
The Hoosic River Watershed Association last year accomplished the plantings along the swale on the property's
southwest corner. In part, the 400
native shrubs and trees are intended
to create a habitat for wildlife, and in
part they are meant to shade the intermittent stream that was daylighted by MassDOT in 2014.
"The idea was to improve things
visually, to make it more attractive
for wildlife and pollinators and, I
think, particularly, birds,"
HooRWA's Lauren Stevens told the
committee. "Although the amount of
water involved [in the swale] is small,
we also want to try to do what we can
under limited circumstances to cool,
by shading, the water before it gets in
the river."
Stevens said that his group may be
able to remove the blue plastic tubing
used to protect new growth from animal browsing as early as next summer.

HooRWA Board members and
community leaders attend the
opening of the Hoosic Hydro power
generating plant in North Pownal
Vermont.

Fish Count

"The plants have had an amazing
survival rate — not just in my opinion but in North Branch Nursery's
opinion, too," Stevens said. "We had
enough rain last fall to get them well
started. And the town provided
mulch and some fertilizer. Everything seemed to work out pretty
well."

Linear Park, Williamstown

Excepts from iBerkshires.com 11/6/2017

Blacknose dace—approx. 5 mm

In this July study, the largest fish
counted, a rainbow trout and rock
bass, were just over 13”.

Banded Killiﬁsh
Blacknose Dace
Bluegill

8
1071
27

Brook Trout
Brown Bullhead
Brown Trout

7
1
50

Common Shiner

23

Creek Chub

117

Fathead Minnow
Golden Shiner
Largemouth Bass

12
1
3

Longnose Dace
Longnose Sucker
Pumpkinseed

469
19
18

Rainbow Trout

2

Rock Bass
Slimy Sculpin

8
58

White Sucker

140

So where were the really big fish?
Electro–fishing is a by chance opportunity to see what types of fish are in
random spots along the river.
Merely wading into the Hoosic might
be enough to move the larger fish to
another area.
Talk to a good fly caster! She will
know where the best fish are to be
found!

MCLA Service Day
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