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Celebrating over 30 years of river conservation and enjoyment!
GRANT NEWS
HooRWA has received a
grant from the Cultural
Council of Northern Berkshire in support our our annual Riverworks Art event
which will be held on May 20
and 21. CCNB is a part of the
Mass Cultural Council.

VOLUNTEER DAYS!
Saturday, April 29
Hoosic River Cleanup
North Adams

Saturday June 17
Water Chestnut Pull
Johnsonville, NY

Join students from Massachusetts
College of Liberal Arts in a river
clean up on a section of the Hoosic
River near the railroad bridge.
Wear appropriate clothing; gloves
will be provided if needed. Bring
water and snacks with you. Meet: At
the railroad bridge by 10 a.m.

HooRWA is joining forces with the
Rensselaer Land Trust to help rid portions of the Hoosic River of invasive
water chestnut. Bring water; snacks
provided. Meet: Turn right off Rte. 67
in Johnsonville and right again, passing
by the firehouse to the boat launch; by
10 a.m. Leader: Renssalaer Land
Trust ; call 518-659-5263 or email
renstrust@renstrust.org.
P reregistration required for food.

Preregister by email:
s.mcmahon@HooRWA.org or
call 413-458-2742 by April 25th.

Saturday, July 15
Green River Cleanup
South Williamstown

HooRWA has several grants
pending including one with
the Massachusetts Recreational Trails Program for
developing a trail along the
Green River in Williamstown.

Members of the South Williamstown
Community Association will partner
with us to wade the Green below a former town landfill to pick up pieces of
trash that have eroded from the landfill. Wear waders or other footgear you
don’t mind getting wet. Sunshield may
be advisable. Refreshments. Starting
location to be determinted. Preregister
with HooRWA, s.mcmahon@
HooRWA.org or 413-458-2742.

Did you know?
The current drought status for
northern Berkshire is “abnormally
dry” which is better than it was in
January. Southern Berkshire remains in a “severe drought”. Summer is still to come!
Green River Trail

The Hoosic River Voice
Board of Directors
Andy Kawczak, President
Thom Gentle, Vice-president
Wendy Hopkins, Secretary
Harold Brotzman, Treasurer
Gordon Batcheller
John Case
Sarah Gardner
Nick Howe
Tom Hyde
Karin Landry
Mark Merrell
Elayne Murphy
Jim Niedbalski
Lauren Stevens
Steve McMahon, Executive Director
Hoosic River
Watershed Association
P.O. Box 667
Williamstown, MA 01267
413 458-2742
office@hoorwa.org
www.hoorwa.org

HooRWA is dedicated to the
restoration, conservation and
enjoyment of the Hoosic River
and its watershed, through
education, research,
and advocacy.

President’s Post
The final vestiges of winter are
melting away and the seasonal
robins are beginning to congregate in my yard. Those eternal
optimists are looking for those
elusive seeds and grasses while
still hoping that tasty bugs and
worms will shortly follow. It is
that time again when a winter
season ends and the wonderment
of spring begins! It’s a period of
awakening and watching nature
perform its magic! It’s a good
time to feel alive and a fine time
to also be a HooRWA member!
Those of you receiving this newsletter directly are the lucky ones!
Why lucky? It’s because you are
already a member! You know
your support of HooRWA is important and you also receive the
reward of knowing your donated
dollars and participation protect
and enhance this fine natural watershed for all to enjoy! You have
the reward of choosing to join us
in us in a members-only raft ride
on April 22nd. from North Adams
to North Pownal. You can join us
in our other outside activities
such as hikes, nature walks, river
cleanups, canoeing and an

State of the River Conference
Over 50 people attended our State of the River Conference on
March 10th in Williamstown. A report on the Hoosic’s health
prepared by Watershed Assessment Associates shows the Hoosic
as slightly impacted overall with a non-impacted section in Williamstown and a moderately impacted stretch of the river in the
town of Adams.
A panel discussion, moderated by Board member Nick Howe,
was held on PFOAs in the Watershed and how a community responds. Representatives from North Bennington, Hoosick Falls
CSD, Environmental Advocates of New York spoke along with a
recent Williams College graduate who had interviewed residents
and developed this program. This event was co-sponsored by the
First Congregational Church and recorded by WilliNet TV.
Go to http://willinet.org/content/hoosic-river-watershedassociation-presents-2017-state-river-conference to see the video.

by Andy Kawczak
organized bicycle ride event. For
those who have a computer, just go
to HooRWA’s website
(www.hoorwa.org) to view the
variety of activities available to
you! So don’t just sit there, come
join us outdoors! Together, we will
walk and talk and observe and
learn about one another and
appreciate this fine landscape we
call the Hoosic River Watershed!

Welcome New 2017 Members!
Shannon Barsotti
Gail Ceresia
Dorothy Lewis
Fred and Susan Puddester
Matt Silliman
Donna and Otto Wied
Hoosick True Value Hardware

Advocacy
HooRWA supported the town of
Cheshire’s application for funds
from the Commonwealth to remove an unused dam on Kitchen
Brook. The project is on the wait
list.
A letter of concern was submitted to the EPA and MA DEP for
the renewal of the discharge permit for the sewer treatment plant
in Adams. This stretch of the
Hoosic is “moderately impacted”
and while the source is not entirely clear, HooRWA sought to
work with Adams and the EPA
in this location to improve river
health.
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Spring and Summer Events
From the Ridgetops to the
River, join us and
experience the visual and
recreational pleasures of our
beautiful 720 square mile
Hoosic River watershed.
Walks, talks, hikes, biking,
fishing demonstrations all
await you. Event participation (except for the
Hoosic River Ride) is free
for HooRWA members!

Saturday and Sunday
May 20 and 21
Riverworks
Williamstown
This event displays creative artwork from a variety of seasoned
and emerging artists with live music, adjacent the beautiful Hoosic
River. Meet: At Cole Field on the
Williams College Campus near the
soccer fields’ entrance. Event runs
from 10:00 a.m. – 3p.m. each day.
Leader: John Case, call 413-4588023 or email jocase@ roadrunner.
com for information.

Saturday, April 22
Member Rafting
N. Adams to Pownal
This rafting event is only open to
members of HooRWA and their
families. (Become a member at
Hoorwa.org.) Pre-register early as
space is limited. The raft trip
begins in North Adams and ends in
Pownal, VT and requires
participants to help paddle. Minor
rapids are encountered on this trip
downstream. This trip is a fabulous
way to see the Hoosic River from a
unique perspective. Bring
beverages and snacks with you.
Meet: In North Adams at the
Ashton Avenue boat launch parking
area off of Rt. 2 by 9:00 a.m.
Leader: Tom Hyde; however, call
Steve McMahon at 413-458-2742 or
email s.mcmahon@ hoorwa.org for
preregistration. River conditions
may force cancellation.
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A gently rolling walk around
Harmon Pond. Woodland and
wetland environments. Meet:
Margaret Lindley Park off Route 7
at 10:00 a.m. Leader: John Case,
call 413-458-8023 or email
jocase@roadrunner.com for
preregistration.

Saturday, July 22
Henry David Thoreau Hike
Mount Greylock—North Adams
Hike the Bellows Pipe Trail on
Mt. Greylock with Lauren Stevens
and in conjunction with the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation. Participants
should bring water and lunch.
We’ll pause along the way to read
relevant passages from "A Week on
the Concord and Merrimack
Rivers." This year marks the 200th
anniversary of Thoreau’s birth.
Six or seven miles; three miles if
participants arrange transportation
from the summit. Meet: Leave from
the north gate (Notch Road) of the
Mount Greylock Reservation at
10:00 a.m. Leader: Lauren Stevens;
call 413-458-3154 or email
lstevens@berkshire.net for preregistration.

Website gets a Makeover!

Friday, May 26
Family Walk by the River
Williamstown

HooRWA photo

Saturday, June 4
Harmon Pond Hike
Williamstown

A fun walk for families to go down
to the river to explore what’s beneath a rock or branch and to see
wildlife along the Hoosic River.
Meet: At Cole Field on the
Williams College Campus near the
soccer Linear
fields’ entrance
by 3 p.m.
Park, WilliamLeader:
Elayne
Murphy,
email her
stown
at emurphy@ williams.edu for preregistration.

Early this spring, when you
visit www.hoorwa.org, you will
see a new look to our website.
Different colors, a simpler layout, and easily accessible by
smartphone, the website will
still contain key information on
the Hoosic Rive and its tributatires along with upcoming
events.
Take a look!
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Registration for the 2017
Hoosic River Ride is now open!
Go to BikeReg.com/Northeast
Events/Hoosic River Ride
Saturday, August 12, 2017 at the
Hoosac School in Hoosick, NY
Take the challenge and ride 7, 30, 50
or 100 miles to benefit your
watershed association!
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