
Thank you Wild Oats Market!! 

 
 

Promoting a fishable, swimmable Hoosic River! 
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Green 

       

HooRWA hosts a fly fishing demonstration.... 

 
HooRWA hosted a fly fishing demonstration near  
the banks of the Hoosic River in Williamstown.   
Four instructors welcomed 8 participants eager to 
learn the basics of fly fishing, trout biology, and     
the features of a cold water fishery.              

Sample fly rods and reels were loaned to HooRWA 
for the program by the Southwest Vermont Chapter 
of Trout Unlimited. The entire watershed is well 
worth attention for the enjoyment of both novice   
and expert anglers.  

Thanks to Gordon Batcheller, Bill Bowden, Thom 
Gentle and Barry Mayer for sharing their time and 
expertise.  

 

Lauren Stevens with Dick Schlesinger 

Thank you Wild Oats! 

Wild Oats selected HooRWA as the non-profit 
to benefit from their Round Up for Change   
program in April.  Recognizing Earth Week  
and HooRWA's commitment to the Hoosic    
River, shoppers at Wild Oats supported our  
watershed by contributing more than $3,000 in 
spare change.  
 
 

.   

Board President Andy Kawczak and Executive Director Steve 
McMahon accepting a check from Wild  Oats. 
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The Health of the Hoosic 

HooRWA continues to monitor the health of the 
Hoosic in the face of climate change. 
 
Annual sampling of benthic macro-invertebrates 
(river bugs) continues at 11 stations on the river 
from Adams, MA, to Schaghticoke, NY.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With support from the Whipstock Hill Preservation 
Society, HooRWA has purchased equipment to 
sample streams for monitoring levels of E. coli 
bacteria.  
 
Samples are taken on the 
Green and Hoosic Rivers  
and analyzed in the 
science lab of Berkshire 
Community College.    
 
The data is shared with 
the Massachusetts 
Department of 
Environmental  
Protection. 
 
 
 

HooRWA also continues to study stream water         
temperatures. This year, temperature monitors have 

been placed along the Green River in Williamstown. 

Volunteer Dick Schlesinger, with help from Lauren 
Stevens, will check on the gauges throughout the   
summer. The data loggers generate temperature   
readings at one minute intervals and store the data 

until collected. 

Partial funding for the data loggers has been          
provided through a grant from Housatonic Heritage, 
a National Heritage Area. 

               Dick Schlesinger HooRWA is looking for a new                 
Executive Director 

 
HooRWA champions the restoration, habitat  
conservation and enjoyment of the watershed through      
education, research and advocacy.  Under guidance 
from the Board of Directors, the Executive Director 
(ED) sets the tone and the substance for HooRWA,  
an environmental organization serving the tri-state 
area of Massachusetts, Vermont, and New York.               
 
The ED oversees day-to-day operations, supervises 
permanent and temporary staff and contractors, and 
reports to the President of the  Board of Directors.  
HooRWA works best when it collaborates with gov-
ernment agencies, other NGOs, area colleges and 
schools to carry out its  mission, and the ED is        
expected to cultivate these alliances. 
 

Applicants should have relevant professional           
experience.  Pay range is $28 to $30 per hour.  This    
is a year-round part-time position with a commitment  
of 20 +/- hours per week, with flexible days and hours.  
The office is located at 906 Main Street,                  
Williamstown, MA. 
 
Submit a resume and cover letter to:   
Hoosic River Watershed Association, c/o A. Kawczak, 
P.O. Box 667, Williamstown, MA 01267 or via email 
to:  akawczak@yahoo.com.  Review of applications 
will continue until the position is filled.  Anticipated 
starting date is October 1, 2021. 
 
For a complete job description go to: https://
hoorwa.org/files/2021/06/edjobdescription-2021.docx 

HooRWA Board members Lauren Stevens, Andy Kawczak,      
and volunteer Diana Kawczak  participated  in the                   

Rensselaer  Land  Trust ’s annual cleanup along the                                            
shores of the Tomhannock Reservoir.                                           

           Photo CBS6albany.com 

Stone fly nymph 
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                 Doreen Forney 

Don McLucas 

 
HooRWA is planning a mixed-media art exhibition at Linear  
Park inWilliamstown this October, with funding support  
from the Mass Cultural Council.  Linear Park is also the site  
of our new trail project connecting Linear Park with an existing  
walking trail to the Hoosic. The Linear Park trail project is  
funded with  grants from MassTrails and the Town of  
Williamstown. 

 Join us on a shoreline clean up day, held       
throughout the watershed and in all seasons 

 Assist staff and board members in monitoring 
stormwater outfall locations in North Adams.    

 Help build a connector trail later this summer 
at Linear Park in Williamstown. 

 Learn how to collect bacteria samples that                        
help identify where the river is cleanest! 

 Tell us about a shoreline area you would like    
cleaned up. 

  Join in on HooRWA events and get on the river! 

            Contact us at office@hoorwa.org 

 

 

 

HooRWA remembers Harold Brotzman 

HooRWA needs volunteers! 

  



Board of Directors 
 

Andy Kawczak, President 
Thom Gentle, Vice-president 
Wendy Hopkins, Secretary 
Karin Landry, Treasurer 

 
Gordon Batcheller 

John Case 
Sarah Gardner 

Tom Hyde 
Martha Marvin 
Mark Merrell 

Elayne Murphy 
Lauren Stevens 

 

Steve McMahon  
Executive Director  

 
P.O. Box 667 

Williamstown, MA  01267 
413 458-2742  

office@hoorwa.org 
www.hoorwa.org 

 
 HooRWA is dedicated                      

to the conservation,                               
habitat restoration and   

enjoyment of the Hoosic River     
and its watershed, through            

education, research, and advocacy. 

Welcome New 2021 Members!
 

 
Berkshire Environmental Action 
Team  (B.E.A.T.)
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Scheduled Summer and Fall Events 
 
Saturday, July 24,  9:30 a.m., Thoreau Hike. North Adams 
Meet at Notch Road gate.              
Ever since Henry David Threau’s 
ascent of Mount Greylock in 
1844,  a group has hiked the 
mountain in late July to approxi-
mate his route, pausing at         
appropriate places to read his 
account.  This 10-mile, day-long 
hike up the Bellows Pipe Trail 
and down the AT and Bernard 
Farm trails, may be abbreviated 
if hikers arrange to leave a car at 
the summit.  Hikers should bring 
food and water.  To register leave 
a message at the Hoosic River 
Watershed Association, (413) 458 2742 or office@hoorwa.org  
 
Saturday, September 25, 9:45 a.m. "Tour de Pownal" Fall Bike Ride 
Co-presented with the Pownal Recreation Task Force.  
This 18-mile loop ride includes an optional shortcut for a 10-mile       
version, or an extended 23-mile version. (Note: the route is paved       
except for a one-mile section of hardpack gravel on Indian Massacre 
Road.) Bring snacks and water. Meet at 9:45 a.m.  for a 10 a.m. start 
(starting point tba).  
 

Leaders: Pownal resident Julie Mackaman and HooRWA board  
member Lauren Stevens.  
 
Saturday, October 9, Linear Park Art Exhibit. Williamstown  
HooRWA is inviting artists to display sculptures or installations beside 
the Green River along the new Linear Park Trail off Water Street.   
Specifically, HooRWA seeks artists from high schools and colleges,       
as well as amateurs and professionals to reflect on the river’s  
Native American past.  Funded, in part, by the Mass Cultural Council. 
 

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 
 

HooRWA is committed to a diverse, 
inclusive and equitable environment 
where members, volunteers, staff, 
and board members are heard,    
respected, and valued regardless of 
gender, age, race, ethnicity, national 
origin, disability, identity or sexual  
orientation,.  
 

We share our passion for the    
Hoosic River Watershed with others 
so that they are inspired to be stew-
ards of the environment both locally 
and globally.  We care deeply about 
our partners, members, and the         
communities in which we work.    
We learn from their experience,   
expertise, and beliefs and we        
embrace diversity, equity, and      
inclusion to ensure a conservation 
ethic that welcomes and respects all     
people.  
 

We commit to including these prin-
ciples in all aspects of  the work of 
the Hoosic River Watershed              
Association. 

mailto:office@hoorwa.org

