Hacka on the Hoodic

Rivers reflect us . . .

Hoosic River Watershed Association
906 Main Street
PO Box 667
Williamstown, MA 01267

This event is sponsored by HooRWA, the Massachusetts Cultural Council, and Tourists.




Haiku for HooRWA by Adriana M. Brown

Forsythia glows
Gold, yellow water’s wind blows

Reflection it shows

Hoosic’s uplifting
Above white clouds love drifting

Till winds like shifting

Dandelions peek
Through greening grasses they seek

Drowning all that’s bleak

| often ponder
At river’s flow down yonder

What is its wonder?

The Hoosic may gloat
Singing row, row, row your boat

Keeping us afloat.




Brown trout red speckles
Decorate underwater

Where love flows unseen

Overhanging willow

At child’s bedroom window
White caterpillars fall

At Cheshire Harbor
River drops deeply under cliff

Creates water songs

Hoosac runs Northward
Seeks Vermont and New York

Hudson to the sea




There’s a water fall
In Spruces Park where we all

With our dogs play ball

Leaning my shoulder
In hot summer’s big boulder

Makes me feel colder.

By the bend of the bay
Cottonwoods are there to stay

Buds are out this May.

There is loud music
On the river bank’s Hoosic

For a swell pic-nic!

North flows the Hoosic
To Hudson then Atlantic

North Sea, I’'m homesick!!



In my childhood it
soothed me to sleep at bedtime -
the Hoosic’s music.

—Deborah Burns

Never-still waters
Named by the Native people
Mahikanutuck.

—Deborah Burns

Afloat on the stream,
A cascade of white petals.
Hello Atlantic!

—Deborah Burns

Is upstream the past

Or is upstream the future?

That’s what | wonder.
—Deborah Burns
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SOFT RIVER FLOWING
MOUNTAIN LETS LOOSE SMALL SHARP ROCK

PEBBLE INEVITABLE
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POWERED BY SMALL STREAM
PRAYER WHEEL SPINS UNCEASINGLY

PEACE, ALL BEINGS, PEACE...
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golden light blooming

from spring rain, a robin struts
then strikes, merciless

Vines 9roy Jp The walls

LiKe rivers wind Throudh e«rtl

Flow to  comPletion

ECK

Nineteen eighty-eight
bridge; confusion of wet rocks,
is that old, or new?




musing the night
moonbeams walk on the river
reflecting heaven

—Fileen Kennedy
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Blue water trickling
Past the humble town it flows
Ever degrading
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One day calm and quiet
Overnight storm: fast torrents—
The changing Hoosic.

Linda Hughs
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liminal ripple |
tlicker wing skip river, picked
a twig and just stopped
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PLAYFUL, YIELDING QAK.

As two waters join,

gurgling, do they remember
we were always one
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Stone Hill rain streams
by Christmas, Green, Hoosac, Hudson’s herons
to the sea
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above the Green River
an eagle sits impassively
mooting a mob of crows
—John Case

black March river
confident
comfortable as a cat
—John Case

dirty road to town
a slap of blue
an eagle cleans the sky
—John Case

in the autumn swale

a brook slashes light
through apathetic weeds

—John Case




Cement entangled
River requests nature’s release

Wild-flowing deep and cool

Tophet joins in Adams
Where Polish music plays
On happy mill-grounds

Circling towns
Speed-running water wheel

Hoosac deified

Paul-the-Poet (aka Paul Milenski), 333 Kirchner Road, Dalton, MA 01226 413.443.7357
pmile333@nycap.rr.com




Flow slow
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Haiku on the Hoosic Celebration
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Join us on May 25, 10am-12noon
at TOURISTS in North Adams, MA.
Enjoy music, refreshments & haiku.

The Hoosic River Watershed Association invites everyone
in our communities to celebrate our river by writing haiku inspired by
the river and its surroundings.

Werite your haiku on paper about two-and-a-half inches by eight inches.
Illustrations welcome. You can leave poems at the North Adams or Milne
libraries or mail them or drop them off at the HooRWA office.
Hoosic River Watershed Association
906 Main Street, PO Box 667, Williamstown, MA 01267

Please submit your poems at one of these sites no later than May 15.
This will leave us time to laminate the haiku so they will hold up to the weather.

We will hang all the haiku for a week on the suspension bridge in back of
TOURISTS, 915 State Road, North Adams, MA.

This program is supported by HooRWA, Tourists, and by a grant from the Cultural Council of Northern Berkshire, a local
agency which is supported by the Mass Cultural Council, a state agency.
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