The Hoosic River Voice
Winter 2006-07

News from the Hoosic River Watershed Association

Rail-trail in Hoosick Falls
and the now successful
negotiations with the
railroad. A tentative
purchase date of February 2007 has been
set.
The rail parcels,
which were abandoned
in 1957, extend on the
north from near the
wastewater treatment
plant south to near the
Village waterworks,
about 2.5 miles.
HooRWA, the Village of Hoosick Falls,
and several other partners hope to develop
the linear features into
a greenway, with a trail
for biking and walking,
and several access
The abandoned rail line is beautifully bowered here.
points to the river. The
Village has already submitted
HooRWA has come to an
grant proposals for funding to
agreement with Pan Am Railways, develop the greenway and to exowners of rail lines along the
tend it both north and south into
Hoosic River in eastern New
the Town of Hoosick.
York, southern Vermont, and
The pathway group, led by
western Massachusetts, to purHooRWA president Stephanie
chase two abandoned rail parcels
Boyd, HooRWA board members
in the Village of Hoosick Falls,
Michael Batcher and Mark ReNew York. The parcels, comprisvet, Village Trustee Margaret
ing about 27 acres along the east
Casey, Town of Hoosick Board
side of the Hoosic River, will be
Member Kevin O’Malley, Eastsold for $20,000. The sum has alwick Press publisher Alex
ready been pledged by area resiBrooks, and several other
dents. Mark Revet, a Hoosick resi- HooRWA staff, members and
dent and member of the HooRWA community residents, is planning
board of directors, has been in
a series of public presentations
charge of the fundraising effort
in the near future, to share pro-

gress to date, and to solicit community comment on the proposed greenway.
HooRWA will hold the parcels only temporarily. Ownership will likely be transferred to
the Town of Hoosick or the Village of Hoosick Falls.
“In Hoosick Falls, we are just
beginning a drive to revitalize our
downtown. Much of the effort concerns the Hoosic River, which runs
directly through the community.
The Hoosic, like many Northeastern
rivers, has been affected by pollution from years of industrial use.
However, it is recovering, and we
are eager to make use of its potential as a boon to our economic development.
Our strategic plan calls for a reconnection to the Hoosic, for both
economic (tourist) and recreational
purposes. We are working with
HooRWA and other local groups to
develop waterfront activities that
are environmentally friendly and
that will draw residents as well as
visitors into our Village.”
(Hoosick Falls Mayor Laura Reynolds, from a letter successfully requesting that the Hoosic be considered
a New York State priority watershed.)

Also In This Issue
•
•
•

2006 Sampling Completed
A Scientific Education
Pownal Work Bee

Winter 2006-07

The Hoosic River Voice
Board of Directors
Stephanie Boyd, President
Lauren Stevens, Vice-president
John Case, Secretary
Roger Bolton, Treasurer
Michael Batcher
Sarah Brill
Tom Ennis
Sarah Gardner
Thom Gentle
Tom Hyde
Drew Jones
Heather Linscott
Wendy Skavlem
Irv Tanzman
Staff
Eileen Fielding, Executive Director
Shelly Stiles, Program Director
J. Kelly Nolan,
Monitoring Coordinator
Hoosic River
Watershed Association
P.O. Box 667
Williamstown, MA 01267
413 458-2742 (phone and fax)
office@hoorwa.org
www.hoorwa.org
HooRWA is dedicated to the
restoration, conservation and
enjoyment of the Hoosic River and its
watershed, through education, research, and advocacy.

President’s Corner
I’m both sad and delighted to
announce that the new year will
bring a new president of the
HooRWA board. In fact, two people will be taking on the position in
2007. Tom Ennis and Lauren Stevens were elected co-presidents at
our recent annual meeting; they’ll
join newly elected vice-president
John Case, and returning treasurer
Roger Bolton, at the HooRWA
helm.
It’s been a great pleasure to
serve as president the last couple of
years. We expanded the scope of
our water quality monitoring program. We now characterize river
reaches as to the kinds of bottomdwelling critters they support. And
using Geographic Information Systems (GIS) technologies, we’ve
begun to ask ourselves which
reaches are most at risk – and then
go look at them.
We extended our outreach to
schools and youth by devising curricula, giving presentations in the
classroom and in the field, and
building a website full of resources

for educators.
We formed new relationships –
with monitoring volunteers, school
teachers, and Williams College
students and faculty (our lab is now
located in the College’s Rosenburg
Center at Hopkins Forest). We began holding an annual Hoosic River
Ride, whose routes wind their way
through the backcountry beauty of
our region. We’re working with
residents of Pownal, Vermont,
where we’re helping enhance the
Strobridge Recreation Complex.
We meet routinely with new friends
in Hoosick Falls, New York, where
we’re pursuing a rail trail through
the Village.
And we’ve run our rafting program, sponsored art events, put on
Riverfest, held river clean-ups, and
celebrated our twentieth anniversary. I thank our able staff, our terrific volunteers, and the HooRWA
board for all your work. And I wish
Tom and Lauren all the best. It has
been a wild and wonderful ride!
Stephanie Boyd, President

Hoosic Score Card Coming
In September, HooRWA
monitoring coordinator Kelly
Nolan and five volunteers sampled benthic macroinvertebrate
populations at thirteen sites in
Massachusetts and New York,
on the Hoosic main stem and on
the Little Hoosic River, from
above Adams, MA to below Eagle Bridge, NY. Later, Kelly
identified hundreds of randomly
selected, representative samples
of the organisms the volunteers
collected. The next step is ana-

lyzing how those
organisms fall on
the pollutionintolerant-totolerant scale, and
devising a water
quality score for
each sample site.
Because all of the
locations have been
tracked in the past
by the Massachusetts Department of
(see next page)

A Hoosic sampling site.
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Score Card, continued
Environmental Protection or the
New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation,
Kelly will also be able to detect
trends in those reaches. He hopes
to issue his 2006 scorecard
shortly.
The work has gone especially
pleasantly this year because, with
funding from the Thoreau Foundation, HooRWA set up its new
lab in the Rosenburg Center at
Hopkins Forest, a Williams College facility. The lab sports new
stereoscopes, a computer, and all
the lab bottles, forceps and Petri
dishes a researcher could want.
“It’s very comfortable,” says
Kelly. “It’s the kind of facility not
many small environmental organizations have access too. It’s a big
plus to our program.”
Another big plus is HooRWA’s
recent MACMAPP award. The
Massachusetts Conservation Mapping Assistance Partnership Program, sponsored by ESRI, a geographic information systems software developer, and the Massachusetts Office of Geographic and
Environmental Information, has
made possible the purchase of
Arcview 9, a powerful mapping
and data analysis tool, for less
than $400. The MACMAPP software, technical support, and training would normally cost more
than $3,000.
(Kelly Nolan’s
preliminary 2006
field data results
are available upon
request.)
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A Scientific Education
Two of Kelly’s volunteers see
their watershed as an outdoor
education lab, literally. Mother
and home-schooler Mary
Batcheller, and daughter and
home-schoolee Hope Batcheller,
of Petersburgh, New York, have
“discovered a whole new world
under the rocks,” says Mary,
while helping Kelly collect and
identify benthic macroinvertebrate samples. “We’ve always
enjoyed mucking about in the
river,” said Mary, and Kelly’s
volunteer monitoring program
“fits in perfectly with what we’re
doing” in Hope’s homeschooled, ninth grade, advanced
placement environmental science class.
And with other homeschooled classes too. Mary and
Hope belong to Tri-State Resources for Educational Excellency, or TREE, a support group
for home-schoolers in the region.

The Batchellers got up to speed
on water quality monitoring last
summer, when with help from
scholarships from HooRWA,
they attended a five-day workshop sponsored by Hudson Basin River Watch.
To “give back,” as Mary said,
they recently helped organize
two workshops in water quality
monitoring, also given by Kelly,
for TREE members. As it happened, all of the thirty-eight people who attended are residents of
the Hoosic River watershed, and
will be able to help turn over
rocks from upstream in Adams,
MA and Shaftsbury, VT to
downstream in Valley Falls, NY.
(HooRWA also thanks Williams College students Ariel
Heyman and Jarrad Wood, and
volunteer Tim Wright of Williamstown, MA for helping with
the 2006 BMI collecting.)

HooRWA Executive Director Eileen Fielding and Hope Batcheller collect BMIs.
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Pownalites Plant Natives
The Strobridge Recreational
Area, a complex of riverside
greensward and upland forest
near the former Pownal tannery
on the Hoosic River, will soon
offer environmental educational
as well as outdoor recreational
opportunities. At a work bee
held on October 14th, Master
Gardeners and other volunteers
planted arrowwood viburnum,
highbush blueberry, rhodora,
New England aster, blue flag
iris, and other native plants
adapted to a southern Vermont
riparian zone there. The shrubs
and perennials were planted at
the Tannery park, and along the
river near the recently opened
Pownal wastewater treatment
plant. Shortly, signs will be

placed near the
plantings, describing
their aesthetic, wildlife, and ecological
virtues. (One of their
virtues is their amiability; they are not
bullies, as are nonnative invasive
plants – many examples of which were
removed by work
bee-ers.)
HooRWA thanks
tvolunteers Bill and
Ruth Botzow, Tom
Ennis,
and T.J.
Norris.
Ruth Botzow, Tom Ennis, and T. J. Norris are pictured here
hard at work at the October Pownal Work Bee.

