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News from the Hoosic River Watershed Association  Summer 2007 

            

late for a few hours or days, in-
stead of contributing to storm-
water runoff.  Thanks to a MA 
Environmental Trust grant for 
stormwater management in Ad-
ams, HooRWA has been helping 
install rain gardens and rain bar-
rels for Adams residents.  Soon 
we will help small businesses  
do the same (see p. 2).   

If you are interested in learn-
ing more or installing a rain gar-
den or rain barrel, contact us! 
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·  3rd Annual Bike Ride 

·  Bizzes Green Up 

·  Watershed Updates 

·  Rain Barrels Available 

The Per fect Star t to Summer:  River fest 2007 

  

     Spectacular weather, a happy 
crowd, good music, and many 
river-themed exhibits and activi-
ties marked Riverfest ’07 on Me-
morial Day Weekend.   This 
year’s novelties included 
HooRWA’s new blue rafts, live 
animals from the Berkshire Mu-
seum, fly-tying by Joe Overlock, 
and more participants in the ca-
noe parade.  (Will the parade 
make it to Vermont next year? 
Maybe!)  It goes to show that 
there are many ways to en-
joy our once-devastated but 
ever-resilient river! 

Once upon a time, gutter 
downspouts only had to get rain-
water off a roof and away from a 
foundation to be doing their job.  
Now, they can conserve water 
and prevent river pollution, 
too— by supplying water to at-
tractive landscaping features 
known as rain gardens.   Rain 
gardens are only occasionally 
wet.  They are patches of water-
loving plants where rain from a 
downspout can pool and perco-

 

Boats are all decked 
out for the noontime 
canoe flotilla, now a 
Riverfest annual 
event. Guest paddlers 
included Steve Crowe, 
CEO of the Williams-
town Savings Bank, 
our Title Sponsor. 
Other guests included 
Deb Burns, Tom 
McHugh, and Ruth 
and Bill Botzow.  

 
 

Gardening with Rain in Adams 

Nina Marks of Sexto Sol 
Landscaping prepares 
ground for a rain garden at 
an Adams residence.  Pro-
jects like this are promoted 
by the Town of Adams 
Community Development 
Department to help man-
age stormwater runoff 
in Adams. 

Lindsay Wright and a red-tailed 
hawk visited from VINS.  
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Co-Presidents’  Corner  
 

Bike Ride 

     Most of us have heard of 
“green”  design and “green”  ar-
chitecture.  Some of it is really 
blue— that is, it includes water 
conservation or purification as 
part of its overall goal of low 
impact on the environment.   
    HooRWA’s latest grant from 
the MA Environmental Trust is 
intended to help small busi-
nesses in Adams incorporate 
“blue”  features on their proper-
ties.  Businesses will be able to 

Calling all cyclists! Join us on 
Saturday, August 25th to pedal 
the back roads of our watershed 
on our 3rd annual Hoosic River 
Ride. Whether you choose a 
route of 32 miles or of 65 miles, 
you’ ll enjoy a tri-state experi-
ence with great views, some 
challenge, and lots of fun. And 
you’ ll be supporting HooRWA’s 
river outreach, research, and ad-
vocacy activities. 

One of the high points 
(literally) of the ride comes 
early, with a climb from MA 
Route 7 over Petersburg Pass to 
NY Route 22. Then, on the short 
route, the farm fields and for-
ested hills along the Hoosic in 
Petersburg and North Pownal, 
VT will delight you on your re-
turn to Williamstown, MA. On 
the long route, distant and near 
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 HooRWA is dedicated to the  
restoration, conservation and  

enjoyment of the Hoosic River and its 
watershed, through education, re-

search, and advocacy. 

request an informal “stormwater 
audit”  to find out how they 
might capture and use stormwa-
ter for purposes such as land-
scaping, and reduce their overall 
use of water.   
    Incorporating “blue”  measures 
can save money, conserve drink-
ing water, recharge our ground-
water supply, and improve water 
quality and quantity in the 
Hoosic.  Some of these measures 
are relatively simple and inex-

pensive.  And they are, of 
course, entirely voluntary.  If 
your business is interested in as-
sistance with stormwater man-
agement, give us a call at 413-
458-2742. 

views of farms and forests, several 
river crossings (two over historic 
bridges), and the Victorian homes 
in downtown Hoosick Falls are 
among the sights you’ ll enjoy. 

Roving technical support and 
EMT assistance will be available 
to riders along the way. PB&J 
sandwiches, fresh fruit, cookies, 
and ice-cold water (among other 
treats) will be available at the aid 
stations. And the ride concludes 
with a picnic, featuring home 
made chilies, baked potatoes and 
other items – and, for participants 
21 or over, beer donated by the 
Berkshire Brewing Company at 
the ‘6 House Pub in Williams-
town, MA. 

Visit www.hoorwa.org for 
more information and to register. 
Or contact the office for a regis-
tration form. 

 
 

New Grant Helps Small Businesses “ Green Up” — or is it “ Blue Up?”  

 
Remember, 

your environ-
mental license 

plates make 
funding from 

MET possible.  
 Thank you! 

Tom Ennis Lauren Stevens 
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Updates Around the Watershed 

 North Branch  
dam removal  

Some dams might best be re-
moved. A group of professionals 
and volunteers is exploring the 
Hewat Dam, on the North 
Branch in Clarksburg, MA, to 
learn whether it might be such a 
structure. 

In need of repairs which its 
owner, Cascade School Supplies, 
cannot fund, and long since 
stopped serving any industrial 
purpose, the dam impairs aquatic 
habitat by increasing water tem-
peratures and blocking brook 
trout passage. 

Team leader Tim Purinton of 
the Massachusetts Riverways 
program says “Riverways  has 
made the restoration of the head-
waters of the North Branch a 
priority project and has funded 
the first phase to examine the 

“On average, human society has built two large dams a day for the last half century.”  
 
“An estimated 800,000 dams of all sizes now block the flow of the world’s rivers.  Approximately one 
fourth of the global flux of sediment carried by flowing water now gets trapped in reservoirs rather than 
nourishing floodplains, deltas, and estuaries.”    
 
“… the weight of impounded waters a high latitudes in the northern hemisphere has slightly altered the tilt 
of the earth’s axis and increased the speed of the earth’s rotation.”  
 
Dams provide about 19 percent of the world’s electricity supply (through hydropower generation) and 
contribute directly to 12-16 percent of global food production.  On the other hand, intact river-
floodplain ecosystems provide ecosystem services (food, fertilization, aquifer recharge, etc.) that can 
exceed the economic benefits of a dammed river. 

Did You Know?   
 

Interesting facts about dams wor ldwide— from Rivers for Life by Sandra Postel and Br ian Richter  

feasibility of removing the He-
wat Dam.”  

An engineering assessment, 
including sampling of sediments 
behind the dam, is now under-
way. Team members include, in 
addition to Riverways,  Ameri-
can Rivers, Cascade School Sup-
plies, HooRWA, Hoosuc Chap-
ter of Trout Unlimited, Massa-
chusetts Division of Fish & 
Wildlife, and the Town of 
Clarksburg. 

 
**** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ** **  

Hoosick Falls Greenway 
The purchase of two aban-

doned rail parcels along the 
Hoosic River in the Village of 
Hoosick Falls, originally sched-
uled for June 2007, has been 
postponed to September 2007 to 
allow surveyors to finish their 
work. (A survey was required by 
the Village as a condition of its 

accepting the parcels from 
HooRWA.) A clean-up and cele-
bration of the protection of what 
will be the core of the Greenway 
will be held on September 22. 

 
* *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***  

Vermont Basin Planning 
Josh Gorman, the new VT 

ANR basin planner for the 
Hoosic/Walloomsac/Batten Kill 
basin, held a first round of public 
meetings in June for people inter-
ested in crafting a basin plan from 
the grassroots up.  The basin plan 
will guide decisions on land use to 
preserve the river’s health and  
benefit watershed residents and 
users of the river. We’re off to a 
great start but would love to hear 
from more people!  Find out more 
at: www.anr.state.vt.us/
cleanandclear/basinplan.htm.  To 
participate, contact Josh at 
joshua.gorman@state.vt.us.  
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Thanks to... 

  If HooRWA had one battle 
cry this past year, it was 
“Stormwater Matters!”   By 
stormwater, we mean the stuff 
that runs off roofs and sidewalks 
and parking lots and lawns, and 
into our storm drains, and from 
there directly into the river.  In 
essence we throw away many 
hundreds of thousands of gallons 
of water that should become the  
groundwater that supplies our 
wells and maintains the flow in 
our rivers and streams.  (If you 
think this is only an issue in the 
dry West, think again.  There are 
rivers in the Northeast that now 
run dry because of groundwater 
shortages.) 

One way to counter this 
wasteful practice is to divert 
rainwater from a roof into a rain 

In this issue: 

Riverfest 2007 

Rain Gardens 

3rd Annual Bike Ride 

Bizzes Green Up 

Watershed Updates 

Over land Adventures in 
Williamstown for providing en-
ergetic volunteers who labeled 
many storm drains and removed 
many many invasive plants this 
summer! 

 

New England Rain Barrel 
Co. for assistance and donations 
that helped us get rain barrels to 
the people that want to use them! 

 

Doggie Walk Bags for donat-
ing dozens of items for our out-
reach program this summer to 
reward dog owners who pick up 
after their pooches along the 
river. 

 

The Berkshire Visitors Bu-
reau and Adams Visitors Cen-
ter  for hosting HooRWA pro-
grams. 

Roll Out Those Barrels! 

barrel.  Even a moderate rainfall 
can easily fill a 50-to-60 gallon 
barrel with water that can be 
used for gardening and lawn 
maintenance.  Properly made 
rain barrels do not harbor mos-
quitoes or algae.  They can be 
painted to match your décor.  
And they require very little 
maintenance.   

HooRWA has a limited sup-
ply of rain barrels available to 
Adams residents (free) or other 
watershed residents (at cost, 
$67).  If you are interested in 
obtaining one, please contact us. 

You can also  find out more 
about obtaining or building rain 
barrels at http://
www.hoorwa.org/
misc_linked_files/
New_pollution.htm. 


